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SECTION A: MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS [20] 

• There are 20 multiple choice questions in this section. Each question carries 1 mark. 

• Answer ALL questions by selecting the LETTER with the correct answer. 

1. Which of the following statements about the reactions of glycolysis is correct? 

A. In glycolysis glucose-6-phosphate is split into glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate and 

dihydroxyacetone phosphate. 

B. In glycolysis fructose-6-phosphate is split into glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate and 

dihydroxyacetone phosphate. 

C. In glycolysis glucose-6-phosphate is isomerized to fructose-1:6-bisphosphate. 

D. In glycolysis fructose-1:6-bisphosphate is split into glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate and 

dihydroxyacetone phosphate. 

2. Which of the following types of molecules are the major structural components of the cell 
membrane? 

A. Phospholipids and proteins 

B. Phospholipids and cellulose 

C. Nucleic acids and proteins 

D. Proteins and cellulose 

3. Cancer is caused by; 

A. Uncontrolled meiosis 

B. Rupturing of cells 

C. Uncontrolled mitosis 

D. Loss of immunity of the cells 

4. Fat is hydrolysed by the enzyme known as; 

A. Lipase 

B. Pepsin 

C. Trypsin 

D. Amylase 
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5. Which of the following microscopy techniques, relies on the specimen interfering with the 

wavelength of light to produce a high contrast image, without the need for dyes or any 

damage to the sample? 

A. Conventional bright field light microscopy 

B. Phase contrast microscopy 

C. Electron microscopy 

D. Fluorescence microscopy 

6. Acts as the digestive system inside a cell. It helps to break down old or unneeded parts of 

the cell, and substances that have been brought into the cell from the outside. 

A. Endoplasmic reticulum 

B. Ribosome 

C. Lysosome 

D. Mitochondria 

7. The volume enclosed by the plasma membrane of plant cells is often much larger than the 

corresponding volume in animal cells. The most reasonable explanation for this 

observation is that; 

A. Plant cells are capable of having a much higher surface-to-volume ratio than animal 

cells. 

B. Plant cells have a much more highly convoluted (folded) plasma membrane than 

animal cells. 

C. Plant cells contain a large vacuole that reduces the volume of the cytoplasm. 

D. Plant cells can have lower surface-to-volume ratios than animal cells because plant 

cells synthesize their own nutrients. 

8. Which of the following deoxyoligonucleotides will hybridize with a DNA containing the sequence 
(5 ')AGACTGGTC(3 ')? 

A. (5')CTCATTGAG(3') 

B. (5')GAGTCAACT(3') 

C. (5')TCTGACCAG(3') 

D. (5')GACCAGTCT(3') 
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9. Which of the following statements about the electron transport chain is correct? 

A. The electron transport chain is made up of a chain of electron carriers with decreasing electron 

affinity. 

B. The electron transport chain is made up of a chain of electron carriers with decreasing oxidising 

power. 

C. The electrons transferred from carrier to carrier in the electron transport chain gain energy. 

D. The electron transport chain is made up of a chain of electron carriers with increasing redox 

potential. 

10. Which of the following statements is true of Na+/K+-adenosine triphosphatases? 

A. Their actions maintain a membrane potential with a value often of approximately -60 

mV; the interior of the cell being positive with respect to the exterior 

B. They use the free energy from the hydrolysis of ATP to transport K+ out the cell and Na+ 

into the cell 

C. They are tetramers, consisting of four equally sized polypeptide chains 

D. They indirectly control the volume of the cell 

11. The chemical equation for photosynthesis; 

A. 6C02 + C5H120G --->using sunlight---> 6H20 + 602 

B. 6C02 + 602 --->using sunlight---> C5H120G + 6H20 

C. 6C02 + 6H20 --->using sunlight---> C5H120G + 602 

D. 602 + 6H20 --->using sunlight---> C5H120G + 6C02 

12. Photograph which is taken from a microscope is known as; 

A. Macrograph 

B. Monograph 

C. Micrograph 

D. Pictograph 
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13. Calculate the field of view (0FOV) in µm of a microscope with a field of view index 
(FVI) 18 and an objective magnification ofX20. 

A. 1900 µm 
B. 890 µm 
C. 900 µm 
D. 90 µm 

14. Which of the following statements is true? 

A. When signal molecules first bind to receptor tyrosine kinases, the receptors 
phosphorylate a number of nearby molecules. 

B. In response to some G-protein-mediated signals, a special type of lipid molecule 
associated with the plasma membrane is cleaved to form IP3 and calcium. 

C. Toxins such as those that cause botulism and cholera interfere with the ability of 

activated G proteins to hydrolyze GTP to GDP, resulting in phosphodiesterase activity 
in the absence of an appropriate signal molecule. 

D. Protein kinase A activation is one possible result of signal molecules binding to G 
protein-linked receptors. 

15. From the following list select the elements that are metals: 

I. Fe, II. S, Ill. Si, IV. Na, V. U, VI. Hg 

A. II, 111 

B. I, 111, IV, V 

C. I, IV, V, VI 

D. Ill, IV, V 

16. Arrange the following atoms in order of increasing electronegativity: Sb, I, Sn, Te 

A. I, Te, Sb, Sn 

B. Sb, I, Sn, Te 

C. Sn, Sb, Te, I 

D. Sn, Te, Sb, I 

17. Which two reactions occur during photophosphorylation? 

A. ATP is hydrolysed and NADP is reduced. 

B. ATP is hydrolysed and NADPH is oxidised. 

C. ATP is synthesised and NADP is reduced. 

D. ATP is synthesised and NADPH is oxidised. 
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18. Which of the following describes cell communication systems? 
A. Cell signaling evolved more recently than systems such as the immune system of 

vertebrates. 
B. Communicating cells are usually close together. 
C. Most signal receptors are bound to the outer membrane of the nuclear envelope. 
D. In response to a signal, the cell may alter activities by changes in cytosol activity or in 

transcription of RNA. 

19. The volume enclosed by the plasma membrane of plant cells is often much larger than the 

corresponding volume in animal cells. The most reasonable explanation for this 

observation is that; 

A. Plant cells are capable of having a much higher surface-to-volume ratio than animal 

cells. 

B. Plant cells have a much more highly convoluted (folded) plasma membrane than 

animal cells. 

C. Plant cells contain a large vacuole that reduces the volume of the cytoplasm. 

D. Plant cells can have lower surface-to-volume ratios than animal cells because plant cells 

synthesize their own nutrients. 

20. A sample of blood, added to a saline solution with a less negative water potential than 
the cell contents, results in a uniform red colour in the solution which is unaffected by 
centrifugation. Which one of the following explains this result? 
A. Haemoglobin has diffused through the erythrocyte membrane into the solution. 
B. Water has entered the erythrocytes by osmosis, causing them to swell and burst and 

the haemoglobin is released into the solution. 
C. Water has entered erythrocytes by osmosis. As the cells are now less dense than the 

solution, they will not sediment on centrifugation. 
D. Water has left the cells by osmosis, causing them to shrink and become too small to 

sediment on centrifugation. 

END OF SECTION A 
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SECTION B 

• There are FIVE (5) questions in this section. Answer all Questions. 

Question 1 

a) Describe the following terminologies as used in microscopy; 

I. Photobleaching: 

II. Resolution: 

111. Phototoxicity: 

IV. Fluorescent in situ hybridization (FISH): 

b) State FOUR (4) applications of the fluorescence microscope. 

c) Briefly, discuss FIVE (5) factors that affect enzyme action. 

Question 2 

a) The glycolysis pathway is regulated by THREE (3) enzymes namely; 

b) Distinguish between carrier proteins and channel proteins. 

c) Describe the G-protein coupled receptors in cell signalling. 

Question 3 

a) Briefly describe the THREE (3) cell signalling stages. 

b) Explain FIVE (5) functions of membrane proteins. 
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Question 4 

a) Draw the Haworth projection of the monosaccharide below in the a and p forms. 

CHO 
I 

H-C-OH 
I 

HO-C-H 
I 

H-C-OH 
I 

H-C-OH 
I 

CH 2 0H 

b) Briefly describe how the movement of sodium and potassium ions takes place across the cell 

[14] 

(8) 

membrane. (6) 

Question 5 [16] 

a) Describe the THREE {3) main steps in Polymerase Chain Reaction. (6) 

b) Briefly discuss what happens during each phase of the eukaryotic cell cycle. (10) 

END OF SECTION B 
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